
 

 

APA and Database Articles 
 

PLEASE NOTE: APA style calls for the References list to be double-spaced (see Publication Manual 
of the American Psychological Association, 5th edition, section 4.4). We have NOT done that here to save 
space. The following templates for subscription database articles are based on section 4.16 (template 
numbers 88) of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 5th edition. Also see The 
Little Brown Handbook (9th edition), pages 845-856 for more information on citing electronic and print 
sources. 
 

Note: In the templates below, the terms òsentence-level capitalizationó and òtitle-level 
capitalizationó are used. Sentence-level capitalization means capitalizing a title as if it were a 
sentence. Capitalize the first word, any proper nouns, and any word immediately following a 
colon. Title-level capitalization means capitalizing all major words in a title other than articles 
(a, an, the), coordinating conjunctions (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so), and prepositions (if, 
with, when, where, during, etc.). 

 
Article with one author: 
Authorõs last name, First Initial. Middle Initial. (Date [year, month day]). Title of article using 

sentence-level capitalization.  Title of Publication Using Title-Level Capitalization volume number in  
italics (issue number not in italics), page range. Retrieved Date [Month, Day, year], from 
Vendor Name database. 

 
Article with two to six authors: 
Authorõs Last Name, First Initial. Middle Initial., Authorõs Last Name, First Initial. Middle Initial., & 

Authorõs Last Name, First Initial. Middle Initial (Date [year, month day]). Title of article 
using sentence-level capitalization.  Title of Publication Using Title-Level Capitalization volume 
number in italics (issue number not in italics), page range. Retrieved Date [Month, Day, year], 
from Vendor Name database. 

 
Article with more than six authors: 
Authorõs Last Name, First Name Middle Initial., Authorõs Last Name, First Name Middle Initial, 

Authorõs Last Name, First Name Middle Initial., Authorõs Last Name, First Name Middle 
Initial., Authorõs Last Name, First Name Middle Initial, & Authorõs Last Name, First Name 
Middle Initial, et al. (Date [year, month day]). Title of article using sentence-level  
capitalization. Title of Publication Using Title-Level Capitalization volume number in italics (issue 
number not in italics), page range. Retrieved Date [Month, Day, year], from Vendor Name 
database. 
 
*Note: et al. is Latin for òand othersó and is used for all authorsõ names after the first six. 

 
Article with no author: 
Title of article using sentence-level capitalization.  (Date [year, month day]). Title of Publication Using 

Title-Level Capitalization volume number in italics (issue number not in italics), page range. 
Retrieved Date [Month, Day, year], from Vendor Name database. 

 



 

 

Examples of Articles from Various Subscription Databases 
 
LexisNexis (one author) 
Cornelius, C. (1999, January 1).  Bozo the crown.  The Denver Post, p. E1.  Retrieved January 3, 2000,  
            from LexisNexis Academic database. 
 
CQ Researcher (one author) 
Lyons, C.L. (1999, September 10).  Adoption controversies.  The CQ Researcher, 9(34), 777-800. 
            Retrieved March 23, 2000, from CQ Researcher database. 
 
EBSCOhost (one author and two authors) 
Teicher, S.A. (2000, October 10). A window on home schooling. Christian Science Monitor 92(223),  
              18. Retrieved November 28, 2000, from Health Source Plus database. 
 
Klugewicz, S., & Carraccio, C.L. (1999, July).  Home schooled children: A pediatric perspective.  
             Clinical Pediatrics 38 (7), 407-411.  Retrieved November 28, 2000, from Health Source Plus  
             database. 
 
InfoTrac (two authors to six authors) 
Wingert, P., & Kantrowitz, B. (1998, October 5). Learning at home: Does it pass the test? 
             Newsweek 132(40), 64. Retrieved November 14, 2000, from Expanded Academic ASAP 
             Database. 
 
Chen, M., Daly, M., & Williams, G. (2000, December 23). Non-invasive detection of  
           hypoglycaemia using a novel, fully biocompatible and patient friendly alarm system. 
           British Medical Journal 321(7276), 1565. Retrieved November 14, 2000, from Expanded 
          Academic ASAP database. 
 
FirstSearch (more than six authors) 
Sambamurti, K., Granholm, A.C., Kindy, M.S., Bhat, N.R., Greig, N.H., Lahiri, D.K., et al. 
           (2004, August). Cholesterol and Alzheimerõs disease: Clinical and experimental  
           models suggest interactions of different genetic, dietary and environmental risk  
           factors. Current Drug Targets 5(6), 517-28. Retrieved November 14, 2000, from Medline 
           database. 
 
 

For articles with no authors, begin References entry with the Article title and follow  
with the (Date [year, month day]). Then follow the templates above. 
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APA and Website Articles 

 

PLEASE NOTE: APA style calls for the References list to be double-spaced (see Publication Manual 
of the American Psychological Association, 5th edition, section 4.4). We have NOT done that here to save 
space. The following templates for websites and website articles are based on section 4.16 (template 
numbers 71 and 77) of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 5th edition. Also 
see The Little Brown Handbook (9th edition), pages 845-856 for more information on citing electronic 
and print sources. 
 

Note: In the templates below, the terms òsentence-level capitalizationó and òtitle-level capitalizationó 
are used. Sentence-level capitalization means capitalizing a title as if it were a sentence. Capitalize the 
first word, any proper nouns, and any word immediately following a colon. Title-level capitalization 
means capitalizing all major words in a title other than articles (a, an, the), coordinating conjunctions 
(for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so), and prepositions (if, with, when, where, during, etc.). 
 

Entire Website (No Specific Article) 
Title of Website in Italics. (Date [year, month day]). Siteõs Sponsor (if given). Retrieved  Month, Day 

Year, from web address (no period at end) 
 

American College of Physicians. (2003). American College of Physicians. Retrieved March 26, 2004, from 
http://www.acponline.org 

 

Journal Article that is Published Online and in Print 
Authorõs Last Name, First Initial. Middle Initial. (Date [year, month day]). Title of article using 

sentence-level capitalization. [Electronic version]. Title of Publication Using Title-Level 
Capitalization volume number in italics(issue number not in italics), page range. Retrieved Date 
[Month Day, year], from web address (no period at end) 

 

Mason, D. J. (2003, October). BSN-to-PhD programs: A bad idea. [Electronic version]. American 
Journal of Nursing 103(10), 7. Retrieved July 28, 2004, from http://www.nursingcenter.com/ 

 

Independent Website Article with One Author 
Authorõs Last Name, First Initial. Middle Initial. (Date [year, month day]). Title of article using 

sentence-level capitalization. Title of Publication Using Title-Level Capitalization. Siteõs Sponsor (if 
given). Retrieved  Month, Day Year, from web address (no period at end) 

 

McKay, D. (2004). Clothes make the man (or woman). About. Primedia. Retrieved July 10, 2004, 
from http://careerplanning.about.com/cs/dressingforwork 

 

Independent Website Article with Two to Six Authors 
Authorõs Last Name, First Initial. Middle Initial, & Authorõs Last Name, First Initial. Middle Initial. 

(Date [year, month day]). Title of article using sentence-level capitalization. Title of Publication 
Using Title-Level Capitalization. Siteõs Sponsor (if given). Retrieved  Month, Day Year, from 
web address (no period at end) 

 

http://careerplanning.about.com/mbiopage.htm


 

Uren, N., & Collins, S.P. (2002, January 2). High cholesterol level (hypercholesterolaemia).  
NetDoctor. NetDoctor. Retrieved May 24, 2004 from http://www.netdoctor.co.uk/diseases 

 
Independent Website Article with More Six Authors 
Authorõs Last Name, First Name Middle Initial., Authorõs Last Name, First Name Middle Initial, 

Authorõs Last Name, First Name Middle Initial., Authorõs Last Name, First Name Middle 
Initial., Authorõs Last Name, First Name Middle Initial, & Authorõs Last Name, First Name 
Middle Initial, et al. (Date [year, month day]). Title of article using sentence-level capitalization. 
Title of Publication Using Title-Level Capitalization. Siteõs Sponsor (if given). Retrieved  Month, Day 
Year, from web address (no period at end) 

 

Bachman, D.L., Wolf, P.A., Linn, R.T., Knoefel, J.E., Cobb, J.L., Belanger, A.J., et al. (1993, March). 
Incidence of dementia and probable Alzheimer's disease in a general population: The 
Framingham Study. Feminist Womenõs Health Center. Feminist Womenõs Health Center. 
Retrieved July 28, 2004, from http://www.fwhc.org/altzheimers.htm   

 

Note: et al. is Latin for òand othersó and is used for all authorsõ names after the first six. 
 

Independent Website Article with Corporate or Government Author 
Corporation Name or Government Agency. (Date [year, month day]). Title of article using sentence-

level capitalization. Title of Publication Using Title-Level Capitalization. Siteõs Sponsor (if given). 
Retrieved  Month, Day Year, from web address (no period at end) 

 

United States Bureau of Labor Statistics. (2004, February 27). Physicians and surgeons. Occupational 
Outlook Handbook. United States Department of Labor. Retrieved March 8, 2004, from 
http://www.bls.gov 

 

Helpful Hints when Citing Web Pages 
 

Finding Authors: Finding a website author can be tricky because often, a website is created by a 
school, government agency, organization, company, or other institution. You wonõt always find a 
personõs name attached to a website. To find out the creator (person or institution) of a website, 
look at the top of the page for a banner or a logo, look at the bottom of the page for a copyright 
date or this symbol ©, or look at the web address itself. Often, the web address will tell you who is 
producing or sponsoring the website. For example, Parkland College Libraryõs web address is 
<www.parkland.edu/library>.  
 

IMPORTANT: If you cannot determine the author of a website, you should speak with 
your instructor, come to the Library, or go to the Writing Center for assistance. If you still 
canõt determine the author, you should seriously consider not using the information. 

 

Finding Dates: When looking for copyrights or last updates, scroll to the very bottom of the web 
page. Often, the dates can be found there. If multiple dates are provided, use the most recent date. 
If there isn't a copyright or publication date available for the document, use (n.d.) for no date. 
 

Providing Accurate Web Addresses: When providing web addresses, you only want to provide 
what will take someone to that site. Sometimes, a web address will include lots of other punctuation 
and ònonsenseó letters like this: www.parkland.edu/iluvjmarsters..///83p002q?--//?édrta//Idra 
 
If this is the case, just provide as much of the web address as will return you to that site. For 
example, this web address should be cut back as follows: www.parkland.edu/iluvjmarsters 

 


